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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

This is in support of the enclosed Continued Prosecution Application and in response to 
the Office Action mailed 06 March 2002, the period for response to which has been extended to 
06 July 2002 by the accompanying Petition for Extension of Time. 

Remarks 

Claims 1-18 remain pending and rejected under Section 1 12, 2nd paragraph, and Section 

103(a). 

The rejection under Section 1 12, second paragraph, is respectfully traversed As 
described previously, the terms "hydrolysis product . . . alkoxysilane" and unhydro^ed 
alkoxysilane'', are considered to be both clear and proper under the circumstances. A 
oreferred composition of the present invention affirmatively includes both hydrolyzed and 
K^Wfcn^ alkoxy silanes. While the "hydrolysis product" of such a .lane 
Un certainly include compounds that are themselves partially hydrolyzed depending on the 
md rat o o" water to alko'xy groups), an unhydrolyzed silane of the ^.^^^ 
that is prepared and used in the absence of water. The specification itself teaches the manner in 
wh ch wafer is removed from the hydrolysis product component prior to ™ for 

unhydrolyzed component, in order to permit the latter to retain its ^^^^.^ *" 
instance/the examples in which the partially hydrolyzed component is stopped of volatiles 
(including water) prior to being combined with the unhydrolyzed component. 

In response, the Action simply maintains that "a partially hydrolyzed compound would 
fall within the scope" of the current claims. As explained in greater detail below given the 
context in which the term "partially hydrolyzed" arises in the cited art, it is not at all suggestive 



